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Intro Video
Scroll over the picture to pull up play tab



QUALIFICATIONS
• Graduated Katella High School 1990

• Graduated Cal Poly Pomona (Bachelor of Arts: History)

• Graduated from Cal State Fullerton (Masters: History)

• Coached High School Basketball: 12 years (retired)

• Varsity Volleyball Head Coach: 2-1/2 years 

– (retired; but still coaching club volleyball)

• Married w/ 2 kids: 24 years (as of next week)

• Taught History & Political Science at Fullerton College and National 

University for several years (before it went online)

• This is my 24th year  teaching high school

– 5 years @ Esperanza; 19 years @ Corona



B4 Teaching 
Worked in Entertainment 

Department at 
Disneyland 10 years

I was a float driver among other things; 

my future wife was a performer



Current & Alumni Panthers
Logan and Lyle (my kids)





MORE RECENT PICS



Student 

Travel

Did this for 11 seasons 
with my AP Students.  
Covid shut it down.



GOVERNMENT 
COURSE 

SYLLABUS

Mr. Schroeder 

GOVERNMENT SYLLABUS 
Corona High School 

Course Description 
This course is designed to provide a study of government structure, methodology, and function at the federal, state and local levels.  

Students will be provided with a deeper understanding of the U.S. Constitution, the corresponding government structures/institutions 

which emerge from it.  In addition, students will understand the Constitution’s critical relativity to current political debates, policies 

and issues confronting the United States.  By the end of this course, students will gain an appreciation of the unique nature of the U.S. 

Constitutional system, earn a more thorough awareness of their natural rights their civic responsibilities therein and emerge prepared 

for a transition into a mature political cognizance. The following units will make up the structure of this course:   
 

UNIT 1:  Political Systems and Structures, The Constitution  Chapters 1 - 4 

UNIT 2:  Voting, Elections, Political Parties    Chapters 5 - 9   

UNIT 3:  The Legislative Branch (Congress)   Chapters 10 - 12 

UNIT 4:  The Executive Branch (President)    Chapters 13 – 15, 17 

UNIT 5:  The Judiciary      Chapters 18 – 21 

UNIT 6:  State and Local Government    Chapters 24 & 25 
 

Primary Textbook: Magruder’s American Government by Frank Abbott Magruder (revised by William A. 

McClenaghan) Pearson Prentice Hall, Boston, Massachusetts, 2006. 
 

Expectations 
Students are expected to maintain an acceptable level of competency as determined by the instructor and the California State 

Framework.  Classroom conduct must reflect a level of maturity and mutual respect indicative of a senior status.  Government, by its 

nature, covers controversial topics.  Students are expected to be objective and tolerant of viewpoints other than their own.  Personal 

attacks are not acceptable.  
 

Participation 
Classroom participation is expected and will be calculated into your final grade (10%).  Cooperation with the instructor during lectures 

as well as during collaborative assignments will determine a student’s participation grade.  Tardiness and absences will be calculated 

into your final participation grade as well.  Ten or more absences in the semester will guarantee a final grade reduction of 10%*.  

In addition, 3 unexcused tardies equate to 1 absence and 10 unexcused tardies will result in an automatic 5% reduction in a student’s 

final grade.  It is highly difficult to pass this class with a consistent pattern of tardies and/or absences.   

Note: Government is a required course for graduation    
 

Homework 
Homework will come in many forms and may cover a variety of topics.  Students will often be provided with multiple days to 

complete larger assignments.  Be sure to stay on top of these, lest you be overwhelmed on the night before it is due.  Homework 

assignments make up a large portion of the total points possible in the class.  It is unrealistic to assume that a passing grade can be 

achieved without completing and submitting the majority of assignments on time. 

 

Late/Make-up work 
General assignments may be turned in after the date they are due; but with a 50% reduction in point value (total points possible will 

remain the same). NO late assignments will be accepted after the respective Unit Exam is completed.  In addition, there will be NO 

“bail out” packets or assignments at the end of semester to help a student pass the course.  A student’s grade will be indicative of the 

success they achieved in the course. 
 

Grades 
Grades will be determined based on a cumulative total of points for the semester.  A standard grading scale will be applied as follows: 

GRADING SCALE 
100 – 93% = A   

92 – 90% = A-  

89 – 88% = B+ 

87 – 83% = B   

 

 

82 – 80% = B-     

 79 – 78% = C+ 

 77 – 73% = C 

72 – 70% = C-  

    

 

69 – 68% = D+ 

67 – 63% = D  

62 – 60% = D- 

59 – 0% = F 

    

   
*Parent/Student excused absences do count toward the accumulated 10 absence threshold.  The only exceptions are school events and verified absences due to doctor 

recommendation. 
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GOVERNMENT 

COURSE 

SYLLABUS

Mr. Schroeder 

Advanced Placement 

UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT & POLITICS 

SYLLABUS 
 

“If a man will begin with certainties, he shall end in doubts; but if he will be content to begin with doubts, he shall end in certainties.” 
Francis Bacon   (1561 - 1626)  

 

“Government, even in its best state, is but a necessarily evil; in its worst state, an intolerable one.” 
Thomas Paine (1737 – 1809) 

 

“I prefer a dangerous freedom to a contented slavery.” 
Thomas Jefferson (1743-1826) 

 

“The things that will destroy America are prosperity at any price, safety-first instead of duty-first, the love of soft living, and the get rich quick theory of life.” 
Theodore Roosevelt (1858 – 1919) 

 

Better the occasional faults of a government that lives in a spirit of charity than the consistent omissions of a government frozen in the ice of its own indifference. 
Franklin Delano Roosevelt (1882 – 1945) 

 

“I want peace and I am willing to fight for it.” 
Harry Truman (1884 – 1972) 

 

“Politics is supposed to be the second oldest profession.  I have come to realize that it bears a very close resemblance to the first.” 
Ronald Reagan 

 

“Promote education, not indoctrination.  The ability to reason critically is a skill to be honed and cherished.  Be diligent in your objectivity and vigilant in your 
convictions.” 

This statement is attributed to El Jefe Schroeder aka Schroeds.  I wrote this exact statement for an assignment in a credentialing course, and I stand by it 

today (the only way I will ever be included in a list with these people is if I place myself in it, on my own course syllabus 😊 

 

PRIMARY TEXTBOOK 
 

Scott Abernathy and Karen Maples.  American Government: Stories of a Nation, 8th Edition.  Bedford St. 

Martins, Boston, MA, 2019. 
 

SUPPLEMENTAL TEXTS/RESOURCES  
 

Abernathy and Waples.  Foundational Documents and Court Cases Reader.  Bedford St. Martins, Boston, MA, 2019. 

 

Allen and Schweikhart.  A Patriots History of the United States.  Penguin Books Limited, London, England, 2004. 

 

Bruun and Crosby, Ed.  Our Nation’s Archive: The History of the United States in Documents.  Black Dog and 

Lenthal Publishers, New York, N.Y., 1999. 

 

Burner, Marcus and Marcus.  America Firsthand Volumes I & II. Bedford/St. Martins, Boston, MA, 2004. 

 

Sheets, Kevin, Ed.  Sources For American History Volumes I & II.  Bedford St. Martins, Boston, MA, 2014 

 

Zinn, Howard.  A People’s History of the United States. The New Press, London, 2003. 

 

COURSE DESCRIPTION 
Advanced Placement United States Government and Politics is a challenging class designed to be the equivalent of a university level survey course.  

Over the span of two semesters, U.S. Government and Politics will be examined in preparation for the Advanced Placement Exam.  The course 

stresses analytical thought, research and study skills, political science, cultural and socio-economic movements, as well as major interpretative trends 

and basic factual knowledge.  Coursework will be rigorous due to the fact that a passing grade on the AP Examination will earn college credit and/or 

advanced placement at the next level of study.  AP U.S. Government and Politics is considerably more demanding than a College Preparatory course 

in terms of ability and commitment.  Although recall is essential, equally important is your ability to employ critical thinking and decision making 

skills.  Personal drive and motivation in congruence with ability will determine success in this course and on the AP Examination. 

 

COURSE OBJECTIVES 
• Master a broad spectrum of historical knowledge in US History and Government structure. 

• Demonstrate understanding of chronological development. 

• Use primary/secondary sources to support an argument or position. 

• Interpret and apply data from primary source documents. 

COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
• Success in this course and on the AP Examination is your responsibility and determined as much on your work outside of class as that 

conducted within these four walls.  Therefore, have a study plan and find a study partner/s.  Curriculum for this class is extensive and will 

require diligence on your behalf in order to maintain an acceptable pace and ensure your success. 

• Participate in class discussions.  Interaction with the instructor and with peers will greatly enhance the learning experience as well as 

heighten the possibility of retaining information. 

• Be here and be prepared.  It is unrealistic to expect success with a frequent pattern of absences.  In addition, be sure to finish all assigned 

readings prior to their discussion dates to further prepare for participation. 

• Completion of all assignments the nature of which will vary with each unit.  Standard assignments include: 

o Primary and Secondary Source Analysis 

o Terms and Response Questions 

o Collaborative Learning Exercises 

o Free Response Questions and thesis-based essays 

o Analysis of Charts, Diagrams, Maps, Polls, etc. 

o Unit Exams and Quizzes 

o Semester Projects/Presentations  

o Lecture notes will be collected at random 

 

COURSE POLICIES/RULES 
• Respect must be paid to all who enter the classroom and to the facility/equipment/resources therein. 

• Assignments must be turned in on the date they are due to achieve maximum credit. 

o Assignments not turned in on time, may still be turned in for ½ credit up until the day of the corresponding Unit Exam.  Each unit 

will officially CLOSE at 3:00pm on the date of the Unit Exam. 

• Students who are absent for Exams/Quizzes are responsible to make up either at a future date, however, any curves granted for the 

Exam/Quiz will NOT be applied to the absent student’s make-up Exam score. 

• Students are expected to obtain all make-up work from the instructor for excused absences, including extra-curricular absences. 

o Truancies remove the possibility of making up a missed assignment. 

• Participation Points will be added at the end of each Semester, however, there will be a 5 point deduction for EACH unexcused Tardy. 

• Each student will be granted one “Freebie” per semester, granting them full credit for one missing or partial assignment (25 points max.) 

o Freebies may NOT be used for Exams, Quizzes, Projects or Essays (practice or formal). 

 

DISHONESTY, PLAGIARISM, & SHARING ANSWERS   
Students may be subject to immediate failure for cheating and/or plagiarism (presenting words and ideas of another—whether by an author or another 

student—as one's own without the appropriate quoting, footnoting or referencing).  While it is acceptable to discuss questions with classmates in an 

extracurricular format, responses MUST remain unique to the individual and recognizably distinct.   

 

GRADING 
Each individual is responsible for setting the standard they wish to achieve.  Students must exhibit excellence within every assignment to receive a 

final "A" grade.  Final grades will be based upon an accumulation of points over the course of the semester. Grading standards are as follows: 

 

GRADING STANDARDS 

• 100-90%  (A) = Outstanding Achievement  All work is virtually flawless and exceeds standards 

• 89-80%    (B) = Commendable Achievement Above average with only a few minor errors 

• 79-70%    (C) =  Acceptable Achievement Work completed, but only with average effort & skill 

• 69-60%    (D) = Marginal Achievement Work incomplete and/or work is below standard 

• 59-0%      (F) = Virtually No Achievement Work is missing, incomplete and/or unacceptable 

 

GRADE ALTERATIONS 

   (Achieved alterations will be applied to both semester grades)  

ORIGINAL SEMESTER GRADE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 AP 

SCORE 

 A B C D F 

ADJUSTED GRD. 5  A A A Ø Ø 

ADJUSTED GRD. 4  A A B Ø Ø 

ADJUSTED GRD. 3  A B B Ø Ø 

NO CHANGE 2  Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø 

NO CHANGE 1  Ø Ø Ø Ø Ø 



TEXTBOOKS
• Primary Textbook: 

– College Prep: Magruder’s Government

– Advanced Placement: Stories of a Nation

• Similar to a college level Government course; there 

are many and utilized at my discretion.

– I supplement ALL of my courses with extensive 

materials outside of the primary textbook.

– I’m VERY eclectic and if student interest is peaked in a 

particular area I’ll adjust and go deeper into content.



Questions / Concerns
• Best method to get in touch: pschroeder@cnusd.k12.ca.us

• Send a note w/ student or leave a message w/ front office

– Please include student name, contact number and best time to call

mailto:pschroeder@cnusd.k12.ca.us


Methodology
• Primary Goal: develop analytical thinking skills.

• Levity: humor brings joy (and a rapport w/ students).

– Students will often tell their parents the jokes, puns, quips, sources, stories, etc,. that I utilize during 

lecture. I encourage you as parents to delve deeper into what they were learning when these things were 

discussed and see if the content of lesson stuck with them.

• Here’s my teaching philosophy ever since I entered this profession back in 1997.

“Promote education not indoctrination.  The ability 

to reason critically is a skill to be honed and 

cherished.  Be diligent in your objectivity and 

vigilant in your convictions.”



AP Recommended
Buy them early for maximum effect


